Chapter 1 North American Indian Music

Chapter 01

North American Indian Music

True/False

1. Vocal pulsation and high falsetto are characteristics found in Native American music throughout the United States.
ANS: F

Feedback:  Some Native American musical characteristics, including those listed above, vary from tribe to tribe.

2. Native Americans create patterns of repetition in both visual art and music.

ANS:  T  

3. Most traditional Native American music has been preserved via written notation.

ANS:  F

Feedback:  Native American music is passed from one generation to the next via oral tradition.

4. Traditional Native American music is usually associated with non-concert settings.

ANS:  T

5. Most traditional Native American music is performed in harmony.

ANS:  F 

Feedback: Songs are usually sung by a solo voice or by singing in unison.  

 6. Native American music is rarely performed by instruments alone.

 ANS:  T   

 Feedback:   Instruments have a secondary role.  Vocal music is the focus.

7.  Vocables are meaningless syllables.

ANS:  F

Feedback:  Because vocables cannot be translated, they are sometimes mistakenly considered meaningless.  They often do, however, convey meaning.

8. Many Native Americans think of their songs as received in a dream or vision.

ANS: T
9.  There is no Native American word for the term "music."

ANS: T

10.  Powwows are sometimes accessible to a public audience.

ANS: T

Multiple Choice

11. Yeibichai Songs are associated with which of the following tribes?

A. Sioux

B. Navajo

C. Zuni

D. Apache

ANS:  B
Feedback: Yeibichai Songs are associated with the Navajo Night Way Ceremony

12. The gathering most likely to feature intertribal participation is the ________.

A. Night Way Ceremony

B. Grass Dance

C. Powwow

D. Courting Ceremony

ANS: C

13. When a solo voice performs in alternation with a group, this technique is called

A. falsetto

B. call-and-response

C. vocal composition

D. strophic form

ANS:  B

14.  Which of the following is rarely found in traditional Native American music?

A. singing in harmony

B. patterns of repetition

C. use of percussion instruments

D. unison singing

ANS: A
Feedback:  Almost all traditional singing is in unison.

15.  Carlos Nakai is most associated with which of the following?

A. compositions for trumpet and orchestra

B. compositions for Native American flute

C. Native American rock tunes

D. Native American healing ceremonies

ANS:  B

16.  Which of the following best describes falsetto?

A. a singing style with strong vocal pulsation

B. a singing range that lies above the normal singing range

C. a strained, tense vocal sound

D. a nasal, harsh vocal sound

ANS: B

17.  Which of the following instruments is not used in traditional Native American music?

A. drum

B. rattle

C. rasp

D. guitar

ANS: D

18.  The primary melodic instrument of the Native Americans is

A. whistle

B. flute

C. trumpet

D. rattle

ANS: B

19. Native American music has been passed from one generation to the next by

A. oral tradition

B. written stories

C. written music notation

D. paintings

ANS: A

20. When all voices sing the same notes at the same time they are said to be singing

A. in harmony

B. in unison

C. in call and response 

D. a capella

ANS: B

21.  Technically, vocables may be described as

A. notes in the falsetto range

B. dance-song instructions

C. consonant-vowel clusters 

D. low-pitched, uncontrolled tones

ANS: C

22.  Which of the following is traditionally not a performance setting for Native American music?

A. healing ceremony

B. prayer ceremony

C. concert hall

D. work area

ANS: C

23. The log powwow drum was common among which of the following?

A. Zuni

B. Navajo

C. Apache

D. Sioux

ANS: D

Feedback:  The Plains Indians traditionally utilized a log drum, while pottery is a common drum base in the southwest.

24. Which of the following is the most likely setting for a performance by Carlos Nakai?

A. Healing ceremony

B. Concert

C. Dance 

D. Powwow

ANS: B

Feedback: Nakai is a classically trained musician who concertizes throughout the United States.

25.  Which of the following best describes Native American thought regarding songs?

A.  Songs are composed by chosen individuals

B.  Songs are created by a group of respected elders

C.  Songs are gifts of power from the spirit world

D.  Songs are immediately notated to avoid performance errors

ANS:  C

Essay 
26.  Native American youth in the 21st Century listen to a wide variety of musical genres, ranging from rap to country.  How is this music radically different from traditional Native American music? Do you think that traditional Native American music will survive into the 22nd Century?  Why or why not?

ANS:  Traditional music is monophonic (no harmony), is often sung by large groups of people simultaneously, and is accompanied by a steady drum beat.  It is not notated, and is passed from one generation to the next via oral tradition.  Current popular music almost always includes harmony and often utilizes electronic instruments.  Popular music is frequently performed by a solo voice with backup singers.  It is frequently notated.
In terms of function, traditional Native American music has utilitarian functions, and is frequently connected to spirituality.  Current popular music is usually conceived of as entertainment, and often has little connection to spirituality.  

In terms of the long-term survival of traditional music, unless this music is recorded, its survival is dependent on the continuance of the oral tradition of transmission.  As with any indigenous culture, this method can be extremely effective over centuries, but can break down at any time if one generation fails to carry on tradition.  

27.  How might the authentic traditional music of the Plains Indians be stereotypical?
ANS:  The music of the Plains Indians is just one type of authentic traditional music; it is not musically similar to all traditional Native American music.  For example, the high falsetto, vocal pulsation and strained vocal style of the Plains are not universally present.  Because the Plains style has been frequently recorded, many people mistakenly believe that all Native American traditional music sounds alike.

Secondly, not all Native American music is in the traditional style.  Like all modern peoples, Native Americans like to perform and listen to a variety of popular music genres.  
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