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Chapter 1: Basic Word Structure 

Teaching Resources

Teaching resources for this chapter include:

· Answers for Review Exercises at the end of each chapter in Illustrated Guide to Medical Terminology, Second Edition
· PowerPoint presentation of chapter material

· Testbank powered by Cognero
· Syllabus 
· Handout (Analyzing and Defining Medical Terms)
Ideas for Introducing the Chapter

These questions are meant to stimulate the students’ thinking. Students are not expected to know the answers to these questions. Making them ponder the questions will heighten their awareness for the new topics to be covered.

1.
Why is correct spelling and pronunciation important in medical terminology?
Answer: Clear pronunciation and correct spelling is important to prevent misunderstanding, which can lead to incorrect diagnoses. Many medical words sound alike and have similar spellings but have different meanings.
2.
Look at a medical dictionary. It is very thick. How will you learn the meaning of these words in a short period of time?
Answer: You will learn word parts: prefixes, roots, and suffixes. These word parts are seen over and over again in different medical terms. The meaning of these word parts never changes, but when you combine them with different word parts, you get new medical terms.
Example:

gastr/o means stomach

-algia means pain

-itis means inflammation

-ectomy means excision

Combining the word parts together:

gastralgia means stomach pain

gastritis means inflammation of the stomach

gastrectomy means excision of the stomach

You have learned four word parts and three medical words.

Quizzing and Testing

A bank of questions is available powered by Cognero. You can use these questions to create your own quizzes and tests on chapter content. The quizzes are customizable to adapt to your needs. You can use them as review tests or create midterms or finals by combining content from various chapters.
Two quizzes containing various question styles are provided.
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